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April 10, 2023

President Joseph R. Biden
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500

RE: Please protect sacred Oak Flat and Native American culture from Resolution Copper
Dear President Biden,

The undersigned groups, representing millions of supporters working to protect the
environment, our climate, public lands, and the rights of Tribal nations, urge you to do all in your
power to protect sacred Oak Flat from being traded away and destroyed by Resolution Copper’'s
proposed block cave mine.

We support a rapid transition to renewable energy to address the climate and nature crises. But
we must not meet our green energy needs by destroying a sacred site, or irreplaceable desert
riparian habitat with perennial water flows. Copper is abundant in the United States and siting
new mines in places sacred to Indigenous people is a fundamentally unjust approach to meeting
this country’s material needs. We don’t need this mine and robust alternatives exist for meeting
America's copper needs, including recycling.



Oak Flat — Chi' chil Bildagoteel in the Apache language — is a Traditional Cultural Property
listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is located within the Tonto National Forest
in southeastern Arizona. The Inter-Tribal Association of Arizona — representing 21 tribal nations
in the state — has passed resolutions supporting the protection of Oak Flat. These tribes are
joined by tribes and tribal organizations across the country, including the National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI).

Since time immemorial, Oak Flat has been a gathering place for tribal ceremonies. It is a place
where tribal members can come to pray, reflect, and practice their religion. If Oak Flat is given
away, the oak groves, springs, wildlife, medicinal plants, and centuries-old cultural sites, as well
as the religious practices of the region’s Apache people, would be forever obliterated.

According to the rescinded EIS, the mine would create a crater up to two miles wide and 1,000
feet deep. It would consume more than 250 billion gallons of water in an area that is already
suffering from a historic mega drought. The mine would create 1.4 billion tons of toxic mine
tailings that would cover nearly 4,000 acres of nearby wildlands, threatening to contaminate
groundwater and surface water forever.

Further, the destruction of Oak Flat would obliterate a sacred site while enriching foreign mining
corporations. One of those corporations, Rio Tinto, recently promised, following the destruction
of another ancient sacred site in Australia, that “as a business, we are committed to learning
from this event to ensure the destruction of heritage sites of such exceptional archaeological
and cultural significance never occurs again.” Oak Flat is a test of that promise and one that we
believe your administration can help them to keep.

We respectfully ask you to do everything in your power to uphold the responsibility of the United

States to honor Native American history, culture, and religion and protect Oak Flat from

destruction.
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