By Loak'ws Parsons

My name iz Laak os
Parsons, I am a Chincahua
Apache descendent from Ar-
ipopa. My great great preat
prandfather apd his people
were placed amonz other
Apaches on the San Carles
Apache reservation m the late
1800°s. My family is ongmal-
ly from the Oak Flat area in
Arizona. This explains why I
feel maore at home when I visit
Oak Flat. Rizht now, thers is
an issae to save a place I call
home. How would you fesl
if somsone came nto vour
houze apd said. “T'm here to
destroy your home and take
everythine from 0t~ Eeso-
lotion Copper, a bl mining
company, is trying to do that
o me with Oak Flat
Dak Flat 1= located near the
town of Superior, Arizona.
Oak Flat became public land
protected by the U.S. forest
service under President Ei-
senbower m 1055, Inm 2014,
former Arizona Senator Mc-
Cam secretly atfached a paper
promizing to band owver Cak
Flat to the minimz company
with a military bill that needed
to get passed. How is this even
right? I am a ming year old and
even I can understand how
wrong this is.

Fesolution Copper will de-
siroy Oak Flat canvons, water,
plaots, trees, and even make
the amimals have to move to
apother place The mining
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abort Oak Flar

company will make a big haole
by blasting underneath the
land a:z big as the Eiffel Tow-
er. Thiz will also poison the
water that can cause sickness
and bad affects to people -
g near the area.

My prandfather Wendsler
Nosie 5r created  aware-
oess by starting The Apache
Strengheld organizaton I
have partcipated in manch-
es and mns to spread aware-
oess of how important it & to
oot ooty me bt all people. 1
love listening to my grandfa-
ther speak at big patherings,
be makes me proud of who I

am and where I come from
I also hawe met many peopls
across the nation that believe
in what we are fightng for,
thiat I thank very much. When
I Listen to my prandfather, he
explains it's a holy war and we
mast stand together and fight
to the very end

I bhope to one day find peacs
and e able to emjoy Oak Flat
and its beauty without wor-
rying if it will be taken away
from me To destroy Cak Flat
1s to take away my idemiity, a
place where I pray and to wisit
where my relatives ance lived
fres.



